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The things Arpad Bojtos can do loa
knife and sheath with a few chisels
and some elbow grease are nothing
short of spelibinding. “The
Chameleon” sports a moose antler
handie and sheath, an ATS-34 blade,
and lizardfinsect carving throughout.
Overall length: 8 915 Inches. {Polni-
Seven photo)
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what of a throw-
back to the
Middle Ages in
that his focus, tools,
techniques and Renais-
Sance eye seem more in step
with 16th-century Europe rather
than the 2lst-century version. He's a
full-time maker who produces very
few knives a year, mostly via commis-
sion by sophisticated collectors who
have an appreciation for spectacular
cdged artwork. He depicts Greek
and Roman mythology, African
game, Native Americans,
Incan lore, unicorn
mythology and many

exotic wild

By Don Guild

animals in his works.

In a word, he reproduces the classics.

He accomplishes his work mostly by
hand, carving and sculpting steel and natu-
ral elements into his knives—hoth folders
and fixed blades—and the sheaths that
accompany the latter. Some of his sheaths
incorporate as many as 10 elements of natu-
ral and rare materials, He also does gold
inlay and tans exotic animal skins for use on
his sheaths.

As you can see by the pictures herein,
his work is singular, No one in the world of
knives is doing such highly sophisticated
work.

Arpad (pronounced are-pod) spends
almost as much time researching a subject
as he does making the knife, The Knifemak-
ers’ Guild Show is the only show at which
he exhibits, Being a serious collector, | was

most stimulated by his work when |

.o st saw it because it's unlike any other

HY I've ever seen.

For example, the authenticity of the
ancient symbols of the Native Ameri-
cans of the Pacific Northwest that he
mcorporates into his work is impeccable.
He scems to derive great pleasure from

the internal adventure of developing a
design and sharing it with the appreciative
collector,

Another name for Arpad'’s
copiously carved art
nouveau folder might be
“Tinkerbell Goes Sultry.”
The blade is stainless
damascus and the
handie includes
maother-of-pearl, gold
and an opal inset.
Closed length: ~3
inches. (Point-
Seven photo)









